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Chinese vase sells for £810,000, breaking all house records

Fellows inaugural Antiques, Silver & Collectables auction defied all expectations when lot 136 sold
for £810,000. The large and impressive Chinese porcelain wucai fish vase was entered to sale with an
auction estimate of £1,200 — 1,800.

Intricately decorated with small golden carp, lotus blossoms and undulating grasses the wucai vase’s
enamelling and painted decoration presented a beautiful piece.

The vase sparked a fierce bidding war from interested parties on the internet, on the telephone and
in the room. It went on to completely surpass all expectations, selling for £810,000 (plus buyer’s
premium 20% / 10% + VAT), breaking all house records.

Mark Huddleston, Senior Specialist said “We are delighted with the house-record sale of the Chinese
wucai vase. This vase was consigned via a Chinese client. Initial research when cataloguing had
pointed to a number of historic precedents sold in the tens and hundreds of thousands. We examined
the decoration to the collar and felt that it lacked sophistication of these early pieces. Whilst we dealt
with a number of condition enquiries before the sale, little could have prepared us for the result.
Bidding began at £1,000 and, with a handful of telephone bidders plus the usual hundreds online,
predicting the final price became impossible. The most gratifying aspect is that a number of bidders
were actually in the saleroom and had viewed it in person. One bidder even flew in from Japan and
has a number of these in his collection.”
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NB: All hammer prices are correct at time of publication; however, they can be subject to change.
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For more information or additional images please contact Alexandra Whittaker on 0207 127 4198, or
email alexandra@fellows.co.uk

o All lots featured in Fellows’ auctions are available to view online at www.fellows.co.uk
alternatively, contact Fellows on 0121 212 2131 to request a catalogue.

e Founded in 1876, Fellows Auctioneers has their Head Office and Saleroom located in
Birmingham'’s historic Jewellery Quarter, with a Valuations Office in London’s Mayfair.

e For a full list of upcoming auctions and auction catalogues visit www.fellows.co.uk

e Fellows can be found on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram @fellowsauctions

NB: All hammer prices are correct at time of publication; however, they can be subject to change.
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